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Public Affairs officers (PAOs) were trained in the �@�W�R�W�\�U���A�b� �̀O�W�U�V�b program. Using Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation funding, the KSP purchased the curriculum for each post location, which included CDs, 
training information and manuals, classroom handouts and literature that the PAOs can utilize. 

The Kentucky Motorcycle program trains a representative from each State Police Post using the �1�]�[�[�]�\��
�@�]�O�R module from the MSF. In turn, the troopers provide similar training to local law enforcement 
officers in their respective posts. These modules help law enforcement officers better understand 
motorcyclists and their behavior and help prepare them to conduct awareness programs for the general 
public and school groups.

Maryland

The University of Maryland at Baltimore’s National Study Center for Trauma and Emergency Medical 
Services and the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) completed a study (with assistance from a NHTSA 
grant) to test an intervention designed to increase licensure. MVA motorcycle registrations were cross-
referenced with motorcycle licensure. Those individuals who had motorcycles registered in their name, 
but did not have motorcycle license endorsements received a letter outlining Maryland’s licensure 
requirements and options to obtain a motorcycle license endorsement. Results show that there was a 33% 
increase in license rates in the intervention group compared with the control group. 

Michigan

Michigan recently conducted a survey to determine why certain riders aren’t properly licensed. The 
survey found that training capacity problems contributed to the problem and that many respondents were 
either unfamiliar with the licensing requirements or were unaware the state required special training and 
licensing to ride a motorcycle.

Minnesota

One of Minnesota’s 2008-2009 safety campaigns is a rider conspicuity program called �5�]���6�W���D�W�h�� The 
goals of the campaign are to: (1) educate motorcycle riders about conspicuity products, techniques and 
strategies; (2) increase motorcyclists’ use of high-visibility clothing and conspicuity products; and (3) 
reduce multi-vehicle motorcycle crashes, injuries and fatalities. The primary audience is motorcycle 
riders, male and female, aged 35-54. Key messages for both groups are posted in a web-based tool called 
�0�S���O���>�S�`�T�S�Q�b������ at HighViz.org. 

The campaign strategy allows visitors to choose from up to 20 recommendations to increase their 
conspicuity, each with a point value. Visitors are encouraged to choose techniques that best fit into 
their riding systems and add up points to become a �>�S�`�T�S�Q�b������. An optional computer quiz gives visitors 
a baseline conspicuity rating between 1 and 10, offering recommendations to reach ten points. The 
campaign will reach its target audiences through rider training courses, print advertisements, flyers, 
special events and word of mouth, both in-person and on-line. Word-of-mouth efforts will be given 
special consideration, as motorcycle riders are more likely to adopt behaviors presented by their peers 
and role models.

Nevada

Nevada developed two 30-second radio spots for airing during motorcycle rallies. One spot describes a 
distracted driver who makes a left turn into the path of an oncoming motorcyclist to show how easily a 
crash can happen. The other spot emphasizes the human cost associated with motorcycle accidents to 
show the emotional stories behind the crashes.



SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS 19

Ohio

In Ohio, the average wait for a training class once classes are filled is 60 days in the spring and about 
45 days in the fall.  To help address capacity issues, the state encourages individuals to become walk-in 
students. Often, registered students do not show up for class. Walk-ins, selected through a lottery, may 
register and pay on-site during the first day of class. 

Wisconsin

Wisconsin funded the first year of the Green Yellow Red (GYR) program and continues to 
administratively support the project. GYR is a motorcycle safety project that works directly with 
motorcycle dealers and taverns that cater to motorcyclists and provides alternatives to riding impaired. 
In 2007, the GYR program provided additional motorcycle shelters, an expanded server intervention 
program and new promotions at taverns and dealerships that cater to motorcyclists.

Wisconsin added a 50-minute unit on impaired riding to the beginning rider training course that includes two 
videos.  The unit outlines the affects of alcohol use on a person’s riding ability, reviews the drunk driving laws 
in Wisconsin and provides information on the consequences of a drunk riding conviction in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin also funds overtime enforcement efforts at three large annual motorcycle events. In 2001, 
the base year, at the Tomahawk Fall Color Rally there were 15 motorcycle crashes that resulted in four 
fatalities and 20 injuries (six serious). Since Wisconsin started the enforcement programs there has been 
an average of five motorcycle crashes with six injuries (two serious) but no fatalities every year.



Acronym List
American Bikers Aimed Towards Education

American Motorcyclist Association

 The Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s Basic RiderCourseSM

Drug Evaluation and Classification

Department of Education

Department of Licensing

Department of Transportation

Department of Motor Vehicles

Department of Public Safety

Driving under the Influence

Driving while Intoxicated

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s Experienced RiderCourseSM

Federal Highway Administration

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard

Fiscal Year

Graduated Drivers Licensing

Governors Highway Safety Association

Highway Safety Office

Integrating Motorcycle Rider Education and Licensing Guideline documents

Motorcyclist Advisory Council

Motorcycle Industry Council

Motorcycle Safety Foundation®

Motorcycle Safety Program

National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

National Occupant Protection Use Survey

National Transportation Safety Board

Rider Education Program

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: 
	 A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA–LU) Pub. L., 109-59

Standard Field Sobriety Testing

Selective Traffic Enforcement Program

References to State Highway Safety Offices refer to offices in the United States, 
the District of Columbia and the United State’s territories.

ABATE 

AMA

BRC

DEC

DOE

DOL

DOT

DMV

DPS

DUI

DWI

ERC

FHWA

FMVSS

 FY

GDL

GHSA

HSO 

IMREL 

MAC 

MIC 

MSF 

MSP 

NAMS

NHTSA  

NOPUS 

NTSB

REP 

SAFETEA–LU 

SFST 

STEP 
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